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Believing that the architect's role is to test and expand the boundaries of reality, Marshall Brown's projects give form 
to the interactions between architecture, power, and acts of world making. Brown moves between various scales of 
architecture and diverse conceptual frameworks, embodying new relationships between the one and the many. 
Invested in the material history of architecture, he constructs visions of urban worlds yet to come using collage, 
architectural drawings on drafting vellum, sketches on tracing paper, video, models, objects, and built projects.  
 
In a recent project—The New Country—Brown uses multi-disciplinary speculative architectural fiction to offer 
progressive visions of a boundless and radically American civilization; looking beyond our present moment of 
environmental crisis and social isolation, he proposes a future aimed at social ownership and collective 
independence. Architectural drawings on drafting vellum, sketches on tracing paper, wooden scale models, and 
videos come together to convey Brown’s rejection of purist or reductionist worldviews through novel hybrids. The 
Dequindre Civic Academy, a 3 million square foot citadel for the children of Detroit, was featured in “The 
Architectural Imagination” at the 2016 Venice Architecture Biennale. That same year, his Ziggurat garden folly was 
commissioned by the Arts Club of Chicago, drawing from the architecture of Frank Gehry, Peter Eisenman, and 
Zaha Hadid.   
 
Brown’s recent collages sample from the history of modern and contemporary architecture to create new forms of 
monumentality. Crossing disciplinary boundaries and extending from the intertwined histories of modern art and 
architecture, his collages create new connections, associations, and meanings among disconnected architectural and 
urban remnants. Brown dissects imagery from photographs taken during the golden age of post-war architectural 
photography, using the historically disruptive properties of collage and montage to create new forms, spaces, and 



 

narratives. His curated fragments--culled from monographs on significant figures from the history of architectural 
photography--are hand-cut and fused together onto Arches hot press watercolour paper. Looming facades, stark 
shadows, and structural details support one another to form unique architectural spaces and narratives — offering no 
site or function, Brown’s assemblages look toward new, boundless spaces. 
 
Marshall Brown is an architect, urbanist, and futurist whose work creates new connections, associations, and 
meanings among disconnected architectural and urban remnants. His work is in the collections of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in Arkansas, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the 
Museum of Contemporary Photography and the University Club, both in Chicago. Brown’s work has been exhibited 
at the 2016 Venice Architecture Biennale, the 2017 Chicago Architecture Biennial, the Museum of Contemporary 
Art Detroit, The Arts Club of Chicago, the Architecture and Design Museum Los Angeles, and recently in a 10-year 
survey, Recurrent Visions: The Architecture of Marshall Brown Projects, at the Princeton University School of 
Architecture. His projects and essays have appeared in several books and journals, including The New York Times 
Magazine, Metropolis, Crain’s, Architectural Record, Art Papers, The Believer, the Journal of Architectural 
Education and Log. Marshall Brown received his masters’ degrees at Harvard University. Brown is represented by 
Western Exhibitions and he currently lives in New Jersey. He is an associate professor at Princeton University. 

  

http://www.thearchitecturalimagination.org/architects
http://chicagoarchitecturebiennial.org/participants/marshall-brown/
http://www.artsclubchicago.org/marshall-browns-ziggurat-opens/
https://soa.princeton.edu/content/recurrent-visions%3A-architecture-marshall-brown-projects
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/11/08/magazine/tech-design-autonomous-future-cars-100-percent-augmented-reality-policing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/11/08/magazine/tech-design-autonomous-future-cars-100-percent-augmented-reality-policing.html
https://www.metropolismag.com/architecture/cultural-architecture/opinion-obama-library-controversy-misses-point/
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4th International Architecture Biennale Rotterdam, Open City: Designing Coexistence, Contributor to “The 
Arsenal of Exclusion/ Inclusion” a dictionary of 101 weapons that architects, planners, policy-makers, 
developers, real estate brokers, community activists and individuals use to open and close the city 

 
2007 Jane Jacobs and the Future of New York, Municipal Arts Society of New York, New York, NY 
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