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EDUCATION 
 
1979 MFA, The School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
1977 BFA, Kansas City Art Institute, Kansas City, MO 
1976 Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture, Skowhegan, ME 
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2023 Mirror and Bone, Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
 
2020 Painting and Drawing, Bruno David Gallery, St. Louis, MO 
 
2018 Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
 
2016 Richard Hull, Merwin and Wakely Galleries, Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, IL 
 
2015 Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
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2013 Bruno David Gallery, St. Louis 
 
2012 Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
 
2011 Paintings and Drawings, Charlotte & Phillip Hanes Art Gallery, Wake Forest University, NC 
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2006  37 Day Drawing, Carrie Secrist Gallery, Chicago IL 
 Tarble Arts Center, Eastern Illinois University, Charleston Illinois 
 Carrie Secrist Gallery, Chicago IL 
 Saginaw Valley State University, Saginaw Valley, MI 
 
2003 Carrie Secrist Gallery, Chicago, IL 
 Rule Gallery, Denver, CO 
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 Rule Gallery, Denver, CO 
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 U.U., Brooklyn, NY 
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1998 Bradley University, Peoria, IL 
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1979 Phyllis Kind Gallery, New York, NY 
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Art, Indianapolis, IN 
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2018 New to Mia: Art from Chicago, Minneapolis Institute of Art, Minneapolis, MN 
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2009 Modern and Contemporary Works On Paper, the Art Institute of Chicago 
 Submerged Artists, The Dark Fair, Cologne Germany 
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 Collaboration '98, PrintWorks, Chicago, IL 
 Drawing Invitational, Parkland College Art Gallery, Champaign, IL 
 
1997 Testwalls: The Chalkboard Chronicles, T'Zart Co., New York, NY 

Landfall Press: Twenty-five years of Printmaking in Chicago 1935-1995, Maryana Leigh Block Gallery, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 
Mental Visual Manual, Foster Gallery, University of Wisconsin Eau Claire, WI 
Dwelling, Suburban Fine Arts Center, Highland Park, IL 

1996-7  Art in Chicago, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, IL 
 Art In The Family, Peltz Gallery, Milwaukee, WI 
 
1995 Landfall Press 25 Year Anniversary, Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Pulp Fiction, Gallery A, Chicago, IL 
 Surface, Judith Racht Gallery, Michigan 



 
 

 

 Phyllis Kind Gallery Revisited, The Foster Gallery, University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire, WI 
 Small, Butters Gallery, Portland, OR 
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1990 79th Annual Exhibition/Small Bite out of the Big Apple, Maier Museum of Art, Randolph-Macon Women's 

College, Lynchburg, VA 
 Regarding Art: Artworks About Art, Kohler Art Center, Sheboygan, WI 
 Chicago Painters in Print: Brown, Paschke, Hull, Lostutter, Pasin-Sloan, Bamson, Wirsum, Landfall Press, 

Chicago, IL 
 
1989 American Art Since World War II: Recent Acquisitions in the Department of Prints and Drawings, The Art 

Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
Recent Acquisitions/1988, Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee, WI 

 
1988 Chicago Now!, The South Bend Art Center, South Bend, IN 
 
1987 Richard Hull/ Michael Nakoneczny, The Davidson Gallery, Seattle, WA 
 Chicago Style: Five Leading Artists, Elliot Smith Gallery, St. Louis, MO 
 
1986-7 The Contemporary Arts Center Biennial, The Contemporary Arts Center, Cincinnati, OH, and Travelling 

Exhibition; The Cleveland Institute of Art, Cleveland, OH; Herron Gallery of Art, Indianapolis, IN; 
Cranbrook Academy of Art, Bloomfield Hills, MI 

 
1986 Showehegan Alumni Exhibition, Leo Castelli Gallery, New York, NY 
 
1985 The Eighty-first Exhibition by Artists of Chicago and Vicinity, The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
1984 Ten Years of Collecting at the MCA, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, IL 
 The Eightieth Exhibition by Artist of Chicago and Vicinity, The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Chicago Cross Section, Trsolini Gallery, Ohio University at Athens 
 Bright Lights, Big City, Phyllis Kind Gallery, New York, NY (Curated by John Yau) 
 Sculpture and Painting, Hill Gallery, Birmingham, MI 
 Midwest Invitational, Clark Arts Center, Rockford College, Rockford, IL 



 
 

 

 Chicago: Emerging Visions, The Paine Art Center and Arboretum, Oshkosh, WI 
 
1983-84 Eleven Chicago Artists, Educational Outreach Program, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, IL; and 
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1983 Chicago Scene, Mandeville art Gallery, University of California, San Diego, San Diego, CA 

Habitats, Klein Gallery, Chicago, IL; and traveling to Wright Museum of Art, Beloit College, WI 
The Painterly Print, Douglas Drake Gallery, Kansas City, KS 

 
1982-83 Dialect=Dialect: A Group Show of Artists with Complex Individual Vocabularies, Phyllis Kind Galleries, 

New York, NY and Chicago, IL 
 
1982 Painting and Sculpture Today, Indianapolis, IN 

Selections from the Denis Adrian Collection, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, IL 
 
1981-83 Prints and Multiples, seventy-ninth Exhibition of Artists of Chicago and Vicinity, The Art Institute of 

Chicago, Chicago, IL and traveling to The Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.; Portland Art 
Museum, OR 

 
1981 New Visions, The Aldrich Museum of Contemporary Art, Ridgefield CT 
 
1980 Seventy-Ninth Exhibition of Artists of Chicago and Vicinity, The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

(William H. Bartels Prize) 
 Chicago / Chicago, Contemporary Art Center, Cincinnati, OH 
 
1978 4/4 Show, West Hubbard Gallery, Chicago, IL 
 
1975-77 Thirty Miles of Art, Nelson Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, MO 
 
1975 First Time Out Together, Cromwell Gallery, Kansas City, MO 
 
 
COLLECTIONS 
 

Metropolitan Pier & Exposition Authority, McCormick Center South Hall, Chicago 
American Medical Association, Chicago 
The Art Institute of Chicago 
Arthur Anderson Co., Chicago 
Bank of America 
Bates Museum of Art, Lewiston, Maine 
Chase Manhattan Bank, New York 
Chazen Museum of Art, Madison, WI 
Chemical Bank, New York 
The Contemporary Museum, Honolulu 
Fidelity Investments Corporate Art Collection 
First National Bank Chicago 
Samuel P. Harnes Museum of Art, Gainesville, Florida 
Illinois State Museum, Springfield 
Madison Art Center, Wisconsin 
Metropolitan Pier & Exposition Authority, McCormick Center South Hall, Chicago 



 
 

 

Milwaukee Art Center, Wisconsin 
Minneapolis Institute of Art, Minneapolis, MN 
Morningstar Inc., Chicago 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
Nelson-Atkins Museum Kansas City 

 Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art, Overland Park, KS 
Northern Illinois University, Dekalb IL 
Northwestern University, Chicago 
Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase, NY  
Soho House Chicago 
Soho House Ludlow, New York 
Smart Museum, Chicago 
San Antonio Museum of Art, Texas 
The Smithsonian, Washington D.C. 
Toledo Museum of Art, Ohio 
Weatherspoon Art Collection, Greensboro, North Carolina 
West Virginia University Museum, WV 
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Mirror: Ardor, 2018, Oil on CNC-routed MDF, 17h x 15w x 6 1/2d in 

 
Richard Hull received his MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 1979 and while still a student 
joined the Phyllis Kind Gallery, the primary dealer of many of Chicago’s legendary Imagist artists. At the time he 
was known for painting abstracted architectural interiors. His current work takes the loose-limbed figuration of that 
era to a more romantic and painterly place where repetitive marks reverberate around abstract heads and bulbous 
hairstyles. Hull considers these figures to be inner mirrors, containers in which repetitive thinking and behaviours 
are visualized. Repetition represents temporal rhythms and accumulating variations.  
 
Curating conversation between colour and form, Hull’s oil on wax on linen paintings and crayon on paper drawings   
are portraits and hairdos, each one expressing a distinct visual personality rather than a legible representation of a 
specific individual. He calls his over-capacitated, robust, mysterious heads stolen portraits.  This quasi-figurative 
direction started with, of all things, drawing a horse’s tail for an exquisite corpse in a performative collaboration with 
MacArthur award-winning saxophonist and composer Ken Vandermark and the illustrator and printmaker Dan 
Grzeca.  
 
New painted sculptures take the form of double-sided vanity mirrors that point to Hull’s interest in opposing forces 
within paintings. After encountering the new sculptural heads, writer John Yau noted in Hyperallergic the 
transformation and direction of Hull’s recent work: “After mastering his vocabulary of looping, concentric forms, 
Hull is clearly pushing them in different ways, toward unexpected trajectories. […] Even as Hull courts this 
figurative reading while making a nod to vanity mirrors, the blooms of petal-like forms painted on both sides push 
towards abstraction. We might read the petals as tongues and the painted vacuoles within them as eyes, or we might 
read them as wings.”  
 
Richard Hull has paintings, drawings and prints in the collections of several museums including the Art Institute of 
Chicago; Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago; Smithsonian Museum, Washington, D.C.; Nerman Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Kansas; Museum of Fine Arts, Houston and The Smart Museum, Chicago. He has exhibited his 
work at many of the above institutions as well as at the Nelson-Atkins Museum, Kansas City; the Aldrich Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Ridgefield, CT; Contemporary Art Center, Cincinnati, OH; Portland Art Museum, OR; the 
Cleveland Institute of Art, Cleveland, OH; Herron Gallery of Art, Indianapolis, IN; Cranbrook Academy of Art, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI; Mary and Leigh Block Museum of Art, Evanston IL; and the Painting Center, New York, NY. 
He joined the legendary Phyllis Kind Gallery before graduating from the School of the Art Institute in Chicago in 
1979 and had numerous shows in both her New York City and Chicago locations. Richard Hull is represented by 
Western Exhibitions, Chicago.  
 


