
	

	

LILLI CARRÉ  
b. 1983, Los Angeles, CA 
Lives and works in Chicago 

 

 
 
Lilli Carré’s interdisciplinary creative practice employs a wide range of media including animation, drawing, comics, 
printmaking, and ceramic sculpture. Representations of the malleable animated female body throughout history are a 
constant source of fascination for Carré. Recent CG videos and prints focus on bodily limits, mutations and perceived 
misbehaviors. Her images look at ways in which people interact with and inhabit cartoon bodies that appears to feel no 
pain or touch, and our relationship to separate, virtual selves. In addition to animation, her drawings and ceramic 
sculptures explore deformity and caricature, translating cartoon logic from the virtual to the physical world through 
material disobedience. 
 
Carré moves back and forth between material craft processes (clay, woodcut, weaving) and working with immaterial 
media (animation, CGI, digital drawing), allowing different mediums to cross-pollinate. Working on one piece leads to 
ideas for the next, as she follows the parallels between a hollow clay container and a hollow CGI vessel. Her new ceramics 
continue her focus on representations of the female form, desire, and agency. 
 
Lilli Carré’s solo shows include the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, the Columbus Museum of Art in Ohio, 
Museo Internazionale e Biblioteca della Musica di Bologna in Italy, and Western Exhibitions. Her animated films have 
been shown in festivals throughout the US and abroad, including the Sundance Film Festival, the Edinburgh 
International Film Festival, Animator Festival in Poznań, Poland, the Ann Arbor Film Festival, and the International 
Film Festival in Rotterdam. She co-founded the Eyeworks Festival of Experimental Animation in 2010, which is held 
annually in Chicago, Los Angeles, and New York. She has several published graphic novels and her work has appeared 
in The New York Times, The New Yorker, Best American Comics and Best American Nonrequired Reading. She 
received a BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and MFA from Northwestern University. Carré is 
represented by Western Exhibitions in Chicago and she lives and works in Los Angeles. 
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EDUCATION  
2016  MFA, Northwestern University 
2006   BFA, School of the Art Institute of Chicago  
 
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
 
2022 Arrangement in the Steps of a Horse, Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
 
2019 Night Watch, Elder Gallery, Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln, NE 
 
2017 Salves/Jill, Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
 
2015 Movimento Minimo, Museo Internazionale e Biblioteca della Musica di Bologna, Bologna Italy 
 
2014 The Pleasure of Getting Lost, Chicago, IL 

Lilli Carré, solo exhibition at the Columbus Museum of Art, Ohio 
 
2013-14  BMO Harris Bank Chicago Works: Lilli Carré, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, IL 
 
2012  Lips and Crumbs, Desert Island, Brooklyn  
  Moving Holds, Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
  Cartoonist, Ralph Arnold Fine Arts Annex, Loyola University, Chicago, IL 
 
2011  The Jitters, Saturday Cinema, Chicago, IL 
 
2010  Artist In Residence exhibition, Spudnik Press, Chicago 2009  
 
 
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS  
 
2023 Reckless Roledex, Gallery 400, Chicago, IL 
 The Western Exhibitions Drawing Biennial, Chicago, IL 
 
2022 Stone Fruit, Corbett vs. Dempsey, Chicago, IL 

Resplendent: Identity and Visibility in Comics, curated by Lynne Cooney, Montserrat College of Art, Beverly, 
MA 

 
2021 Private Eye: The Imagist Impulse in Chicago Art, Newfields, Indianapolis, IN 

The Western Exhibitions Drawing Biennial, Chicago, IL 
 Chicago Comics: 1960s to Now, Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, IL 
 Unfettered Corps, Elijah Wheat Showroom, Brooklyn, NY 
 
2020 Female Trouble, Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
 BODY SCRN MEME, Des Lee Gallery, St. Louis, MO 
 



	

	

2019 Small Frequencies – Selections from the Booth Art Collection, 3rd floor of the McGiffert House, University of 
Chicago, Chicago, IL 
Sex, Death, and Visceral Honesty: Artworks and Publications by Independent Women’s Comic Book Artists 
from the 1960’s Underground Movement to Today, The Front, New Orleans, LA  

 
2018 Sex, Death, and Visceral Honesty: Artworks and Publications by Independent Women’s Comic Book Artists 

from the 1960’s Underground Movement to Today, Central Connecticut Art Galleries, New Britain CT 
 
2017 FIGURED OUT! Bodily Form in Contemporary Ceramics, Andrew Rafacz Gallery, Chicago, IL 
 PUSH, Kunsthalle Osnabrück, Germany 
 Hors Page, Centre Clark, Montréal, Canada 
 Underlying system is not known, Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
 Animal Farm, Dalton Warehouse, Los Angeles, CA 
 Sketch Organs, DEMO Project, Springfield, IL 
 Animation + Printing, Center for Book Arts, New York 
 Studio 44, Stockholm, Sweden 
 
2016 Ground Floor, Hyde Park Art Center, Chicago, IL 

Lake Cream, Mary and Leigh Block Museum of Art, Evanston, IL 
Dredged / Drawn, Fed Galleries at Kendall College of Art and Design, Grand Rapids, MI 
Pegasus and Mermaids, The Poetry Foundation, Chicago, IL 
Flare Gun / Signal Call, Julius Caesar, Chicago, IL 

 
2015 New American Paintings: Midwest Edition, Elmhurst Art Museum, IL 
 
2014 My Hands Are My Bite, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL 

We do what we like and we like what we do, Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
Head, Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 

 
2013 AAIEEE!. John Michael Kohler Arts Center, Sheboygan, WI 

Drawer’s Drawing, Julius Caesar / Peregrine Program, Chicago, IL 
Bound and/or Stapled, Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
My Life is an Open Book, Special Collections Research Center, University of Chicago, IL 

 
2012  Big Youth II, Bourouina Gallery, Berlin, Germany, curated by John Corbett and Jim Dempsey  

Epic Something, Hyde Park Art Center, Chicago, IL 
Afterimage, DePaul University Art Museum and the Center for Book and Paper Arts, Chicago, IL 
Where’d I Leave the Thing Itself, Roots & Culture Contemporary Art Center, Chicago, IL 
Modern Inkers, Ryerson and Burnham Libraries, Art Institute of Chicago, IL 

 
2011  New Chicago Comics, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, IL 
 Blaque Lyte, Hyde Park Art Center, Chicago, IL 
 Cartoon Ink, Betty Rymer Gallery, Chicago, IL 
 Heads on Poles, Western Exhibitions, Chicago, IL 
 
 
SELECTED COLLECTIONS 

 
The Booth School of Business, University of Chicago 
Joan Flasch Artists’ Book Collection 
Library of Congress, Washington, DC 
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago Artists' Book Collection 



	

	

The Progressive Insurance Art Collection, Cleveland, OH 
Thomas J. Watson Library, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 
Ryerson Library, Art Institute of Chicago 
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Finnish Edition published by Huuda Huuda, Helsinki, Finland 

 
 
ANTHOLOGIES  
 
  Best American Comics 2006, 2008, and 2010, Houghton Mifflin  
  Best American Nonrequired Reading 2010, Houghton Mifflin  
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     __ 
2010 - Ongoing  Founder/Co-Director of the Eyeworks Festival of Experimental Animation, held annually in 

Los Angeles, Chicago, and New York. Organized additional traveling Eyeworks programs in 
France, Croatia, Finland, Sweden, Poland, and Italy.  

 


